[Cell-free RNA in human seminal plasma: characteristics and potential application].
Cell-free RNAs (cfRNAs), including mRNA and microRNA, are transcripts existing outside cells. These extracellular RNAs have been detected in many kinds of human body fluids and reported as promising noninvasive biomarkers for disease diagnosis and research. Recent studies discovered the presence of cfRNAs in human seminal plasma and revealed its general characteristics. Cell-free seminal RNA has been proposed as a novel noninvasive biomarker for male infertility and forensic identification. This review focuses on the general characteristics, current application, and perspective of cfRNAs.